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Reward of Diligence in Felzmann Autumn Auction
Indian bronze, silver and gold coinage starting with the Kushan period, ancient silver coins in rare
conditions, and an exquisite Fleisstaler. These are just some of the top pieces on sale in the 167th
International Autumn Auction at Felzmann on November 12-13, 2019.
Everybody fond of India will not get past Felzmann this autumn. In its 167th auction, the renowned
Düsseldorf auction house offers bronze, silver and gold coinage from the Kushan period onwards (lots
1320-1335). Over decades these high-quality pieces were collected by an Indian collector with a great
deal of expertise and commitment.
The two auction days focusing on numismatics starting on November 12 kick off with antiquity as usual.
The ancient silver coins in rare types and appealing conditions are particularly captivating. The
connoisseur will surely make a note of the very rare stater from Carian Kaunos with a depiction of the
goddess Iris running in the knielauf (lot 19, estimate: 5,000 euros). In addition, two aurei from the
Roman imperial period catch the eye. The almost extremely fine aureus of Gordianus from the second
emission (lot 106, estimate: 3,000 euros) is supplemented by the same denomination of Galba (lot 48,
estimate: 30,000 euros). Minted during the turbulent times of the civil war in Rome, it bears eloquent
witness to the emperor’s – futile – efforts to return to the values of the ancestors, who were
considered exemplary.
The next highlight comes from the collecting area Germany until 1871. The 1685 double ducat of
Maximilian II Emanuel (lot 194, estimate: 9,000 euros) shows the draped bust of the Bavarian elector.
Married to the granddaughter of the Spanish King Philip IV, the ‘Blue King’ opposed France and the
Turks in the War against the Ottoman Empire and fought campaigns of varying successes against Louis
XIV during the War of the Spanish Succession.
From Bavaria it then goes to Saxony. The 1780 taler of Friedrich August III deserves special mentioning
(lot 301). Beautifully toned, the almost FDC cover piece of this auction is estimated at 3,500 euros.
Presented as a reward of diligence, as the inscription states, no more than 57 specimens of this socalled Fleisstaler were minted.
Also very rare, especially in excellent condition, is the magnificent Louis d'or à la croix du Saint-Esprit,
which is estimated at 3,000 euros (lot 665). Minted in Nantes in 1719, it depicts the French King Louis
XV as a laureate bust to the right.
The same starting price has been set for a medal of the Ethiopian empress Zauditu (lot 1196). The
piece, produced in Addis Ababa in 1928, commemorates the acquisition of four aircraft from France as
the basis for the newly founded Air Force of the North-East African country. Admittedly, the first
aircraft delivered was not, as shown on the medal, a single-wing aircraft, but a Potez 25-A2.
Another historic event was the occasion to produce the 82 mm and 444 g bronze medal in lot 1552,
which will be on sale for 2,500 euros. It was issued in 1866 by The American Numismatic and
Archaelogical Society, New York, to mark the anniversary of the assassination of American President
Abraham Lincoln on April 15, 1865. The medal created by Emil Sigel shows the president as a bust with
the inscription SALVATOR PATRIAE. The piece, which will be auctioned at Felzmann on November 13,

2019, is one of only 16 specimens that were made before the dies broke. Another sample is now in the
possession of the venerable Lincoln Financial Foundation Collection in New York.
The other side of the globe, Asia, is home to the next highlight of the upcoming autumn auction. Lot
1217 is a copper pattern of 10 cents n. d. (1911-1915) from the province of Yunnan, Imperial China.
With its beautiful red-brown patina, the piece is estimated at 2,200 euros. The final price, however, is
expected to be significantly higher, as China is currently a very popular collecting area among experts.
As always at Felzmann, the banknotes are in no way inferior to the coins and medals on sale. This also
goes for the very rare 100 trillion mark note of the Deutsche Reichsbank from February 15, 1924 (lot
1595, estimate: 3,800 euros). Graded extremely fine, this bill will certainly appeal to many bidders.
Only a few highlights in no more than a brief overview, but one thing is clear to see: The upcoming
Felzmann autumn auction has something in store for really every collector. Be sure not to miss this
event on November 12 and 13, 2019. You can view all lots at any time online at
https://auktionen.felzmann.de

______________________________________________________

Upcoming Autumn Auction #167 – Top Pieces
Lot 19: Antiquity, Greeks. Caria, Kaunos. AR stater, 470-450 BC. Exceptionally rare type in beautiful
condition, graded NGC VF Strike 5/5 Surface 5/5, 11.8 g. VF, very rare. Estimate: 5,000 euros

Lot 48: Antiquity, Romans. Empire, Galba 68-69. AV aureus, July 68 - January 69, Rome. Although
showing traces of working at the edges and being in an overall moderate condition, this piece
nevertheless represents the ne plus ultra of Galba’s coinage. 6.95 g. F-VF, very rare. Estimate: 30,000
euros
Lot 106: Antiquity, Romans. Empire, Gordianus III, 238-244. AV aureus, 239, Rome, 2nd emission. 5.43
g. EF-, rare in this condition. Estimate: 3,000 euros
Lot 194: Bavaria, Maximilian II Emanuel, 1679-1726. Double ducat, 1685, Munich. Minor test mark at
the rim, almost extremely fine showpiece. 6.93 g. VF-EF, very rare, especially in this condition.
Estimate: 9,000 euros
Lot 301: Saxony, Friedrich August III, 1763-1806. Taler, 1780, Dresden. Zur Belohnung des Fleisses
(transl. ‘Reward of Diligence‘), so-called Fleisstaler, beautiful patina, small scratches. 28 g. EF-FDC,
very rare, only 57 specimens minted. Estimate: 3,500 euros
Lot 665: France, Louis XV, 1715-1774. Louis d'or à la croix du Saint-Esprit, 1719, Nantes. Scratches on
the reverse, adjusted, otherwise of showpiece quality, only 14,000 specimens minted. 13.5 g. EF, very
rare, especially in this condition. Estimate: 3,000 euros
Lot 1196: Ethiopia, Empress Zauditu, 1916-1930. Medal, 1928, Addis Ababa. This piece
commemorates the acquisition of four aircraft from France as the basis for Ethiopia’s newly founded
Air Force. Plain edge. See also Sincona Auction 29, May 18, 2016, lot 724. 21.7 g, 32 mm. EF-, very
rare. Estimate: 3,000 euros
Lot 1217: China, Empire. Copper pattern 10 Cents, n. d. (1911-1915), Yunnan. Red-brown patina. 2.15
g. Very rare. Estimate: 2,200 euros
Lot 1552: Overseas, USA. 1866, large heavy bronze medal created by Emil Sigel, to mark the first
anniversary of the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln on April 15, 1865. Issued by The
American Numismatic and Archaeological Society, New York. One of only 16 specimens that were
struck before the dies broke. 444 g, 82 mm. VF-EF, very rare. Estimate: 2,500 euros
Lot 1595: German Empire. Deutsche Reichsbank, 100 Billionen Mark, 1924, dated February 15, 1924,
A·1505975, two minor horizontal bends and one border bend, XF, very rare, especially in this
condition. Estimate: 3,800 euros

